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HE Chinese

nvy has been

spreading s

sails in distam

seas, causing

unease in new
places. It has a regular
presence in the Indiin
Ocean and its militry
movement has fuelled con-
cerns about its intentions
in the region, as Navy
Chief Admiral Sunil Lan-
brah said recently. Similarly,
Chinese naval presence in
the southern Pacific Ocean
is cavsing concern o
countries with Interests in
the region.

The rapid expansion of
the People’s Liberatlon
Army-Navy (PLAN) and iis
increasing forays Into the
new areas has disrupted
the traditional strategic
balance, leading w0 new
alignments in these re-
ghomns. During a recent vish
to Australia, French Prosi-
dent Immanuel Macron
proposed a strategic al-
liance of Australia, France
and India o ensure bal-
ance in the Indo-Pacific re-
gion. While welcoming the
economic and geopelitical
rise of China, Macron ad-
vocated a Paris-Delhi-
Canberra axis’ as key for
the reglon and their joint
abjectives of peace, stahili-
iy and a rules-based order
for the Inde-Pacific.

The proposal has some
salience as all three na-
tions are large maritime
powers in the Indo-Pacific
region. France has sub-
stantial naval assets in the
region as s lerritories
span the Indo-Pacific re-
glon from Heunion lsland
and Mayolte in the Indian
Ocean o Noumes, Wallis
and Futuna, and French
Polynesia in the South Pa-
gific, With the uncertain-
tles i the global geopalin-
cal landscape and new
emerging realliies, France
is lnoking beyond its imme-
diae region for alliances,
and is consolidating s
presenice in the Indo-Pacil
i reglon,

The Chinese navy has
been flexing its muscles,
net just in the South China
Sea but alsa in the Indian
Ocean, It made a self-con-
fident issertlon of its pres-
ence in the Indian Ocein
last year when it deployed
troops At 11 first overspas
miilitary base ar Djibouti
The Homn of Africa port al-
ready Bosts paval facilives

The Chinese navy has been

flexing its muscles, not just in the

South China Sea but also in the

Indian Ocean

A

of several coumtries in-
cluding the US, France
and Jupan for their anti-
piracy operations. Ten-
slons erupted last week
when the US charged the
Chinese troops of using
laser beams (o harass
American aireralt overfly-
ing in the region.

In early February, Chi-
nese  warships entered
eastern  Imillan Ocean
through the Sunda Strail
and exited through the
Lumbok Strait. The Chi-
nese Meel, which included
an amphibious transport
dock, was widely pereeived
as sending a message at o
time when the eonstitu-
thonal grisis in the Maldives
was al i peak. Chinese sulw
marines were deploved in
the Indian Ocean during
the Dokiam face-off.

ndia’s ties  with
France and Aus-
tralia have grown
into sirategic pari-
nerships in the past
decade.  During
Macron's highly successful
visit in March, India and
France had agreed on o
joint stranegic vision for
cooperation in the ladian
Ocean with a military lo-
gistics suppor agreement.
New Delhi has increased
its engagement with the
far away islands of the Pa-
cific through its At East
poliey.  In 20014, 0
launched the Forum of
India-Pacific Istands Co-
eperatlon (FIPICY for a
regular interaction with 14
{sland natians of the South
Pacifie. It has held two
summils in Suva, Fiji ls-
lands and in Jalpur in Au-
st 2005, The next round
of Malabar naval exercises
with the US and Japan are
to be held off the Ameri-
can territory. Guam in the
western Pacific in June.

Botli France and Aus-
tridln are coneerned about
China’s increasing influ-
ence i the South Pacific
espectally as ther were re-
parts of China building a
naviil base in the island na-
thon of Vanuatu, Though
the media reports have
simce been dented by both
Beijing  and  Vanuanu,
Cliina has builea Large new
wharl on one of Vanuatu's
Islands which is too big for
the tny island nation’s
own requirerment. I is sakd
to be largest in the South
Pacilic islands and can
handle several large ships
at the same time

China has been expand-
ing its el and commercial
tles with the Pacific lsland
nations, ai a time when
western doners have been
reducing their aid pro-
grammes in the region,
Australia ls the lurgest aid
donor in the South Pacific
but China has overtiaken
other traditiond donors,
the US and New Zealand
in pecent times, it has built
large, showy infrastructure
projects: for the islnds
from stadium, airports to
Parliament buildings. Bei-
Jing has kept a close eve on
the iskinds as the scene of
its contestation with Tai-
wan for diplomatic necog-
nitiorn.

Despite the revival of
the Quadrilateral compris-
ing the US, Japan, Aus-
tralia and Tmelia, Ausiralia
1= ot a part of the Malabar
exercises even  (hrough
Canberra b indicated s
willingness to participate.
Clifnia has made eviden its
ungase over the Quad, and
New Delbi's bid to restone
thes with China has meant
that the naval exercises re-
matned trilateral,

Chima’s mival capaciiy,
buble over the list decade,
to npwerate far Trom s own
shores is posing new chal-
lenges. Tt requires collabo-
rative cffort by groups of
natiens, not just France
and Australia but including
other reglonal mariiime
powers such as Indonesia
to madtitaln the balance of
pawer In the Indo-Pacific,

Diplomatic Enclave

New Challanges
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