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Solan, June 1
The National Highways
Authority of India (NHAI)
on May 28  invited tenders
for the widening of the 31-
km Pinjore-Nalagarh
stretch of the National
Highway No.105 to four
lanes. Only 17.37 km of the
highway lies   in Himachal
while  the remaining is in
Haryana.  The bids will be
opened on July 13.

The tender value has been
pegged at Rs 731.67 crore and
once allotted, the project is to
be completed within 910
days. The process to acquire
land is underway and com-
pensation for structures
acquired is  also  being dis-
bursed, said NHAI Regional
Officer GS Sangha.

“Around  400 of 649
acquired structures have
been  evaluated till now and
the process to evaluate the
remaining ones is underway.
A compensation of Rs 26.71
crore has been paid for the
structures acquired at 13 vil-
lages of Saraj Majra Lanana,
Kishanpura, Manpura,
Belikhol, Dhana, Khera
Chak, Juddy Khurd, Tahi
Wala, Khera Nihla, Rakh
Ram Singh, Dadi Bhola, Nal-
ka and Kirpalpur on May 25.

These structures will be dis-
mantled for the road project.
Besides, Rs 172 crore has
been disbursed for the land
acquired,” said Mahinder
Pal, SDM, Nalagarh.

As per the project design,
22 bridges and five  flyovers
will be constructed on the
highway. Approved by the
Union Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways in
2014, the project has faced
several stumbling blocks,
including the high rate of
compensation. 

The four-lane highway will
be 39 metres wide and 2,190
trees will be axed for the pur-
pose. Initially, a 45-metre
wide highway was to be con-

structed but the width was
reduced to 39 metres last
year to bring down the cost of
land acquisition. 

The project, which has
been hanging fire for years,
will be finally initiated now,

as major impediments have
been cleared. “Thousands
of vehicles, including multi-
axle trucks, carrying indus-
trial goods, use this high-
way on a daily basis.
Frequent accidents  cause
loss of human lives and the
road widening will put an
end to this,” said Sanjay
Khurana, president, Baddi
Barotiwala Nalagarh Indus-
tries Association.

The high cost of land acqui-
sition was a major stumbling
block in the project. The
NHAI had refused to fund
the project, as the cost of land
was much higher than the
cost of the structures to be
razed to widen the road. 

Tenders invited for widening
of Pinjore-Nalagarh road

The Baddi-Nalagarh section of the National Highway-105. 
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Shimla, June 1 
Widespread moderate to
heavy rains lashed parts of
Himachal as stormy condi-
tions continued to prevail
in the region. The local
Met office has issued yel-
low warning of thunder-
storm and lightning in low
and middle hills in six dis-
tricts of Kangra, Kullu,
Mandi, Shimla, Solan and
Sirmaur on June 2 and
predicted a wet spell in the
region till June 5.

Kandaghat with 61 mm
of rains was wettest in the
state followed by Aghar 46
mm, Baldwara 42 mm,

Shimla 36 mm, Sarkaghat
and Nadaun 35 mm each,
Dehra Gopipur 34 mm,
Sundernagar 30 mm,
Kufri 29 mm, Pachhad,
Kasauli and Theog 27 mm
each, Rajgarh 26 mm,
Hamirpur 22 mm, Bhar-
maur, Solan and Amb 20
mm each, Sangrah and
Gaggal 17 mm each, Chha-
trari and Narkanda 15 mm
each, Saloni, Palampur
and Dharmpur 13 mm
each, Jatton Barrage,
Kheri and Dalhousie 12
mm each, Khadrala and
Sujanpur Tira 11 mm each
and Jhandutta, Bajura and
Bhuntar 10 mm each.

The minimum tempera-

tures dipped by 3 to 4
degrees. Keylong in tribal
Lahaul and Spiti district
was coldest at night record-
ing a low of 6.4 degree C.
There was no significant
change in the maximum
temperatures which were 2
to 3 degrees below normal.
Bilaspur was the hottest in
day with a maximum tem-
perature of 33.8 degree C.

In this summer season
from March 1 to May 31,
Himachal received 105.m
mm of rain which was deficit
of 11 per cent. Last year the
state had received 21 per cent
excess rains during sum-
mers. There were 17 spells of
rain in the season. 

Wet spell till June 5, says Met
People enjoy a stroll during the rain in Shimla on Tuesday. PHOTO: AMIT KANWAR
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Mandi, June 1
A couple has alleged that
their newborn child has
been exchanged in the zon-
al hospital, Mandi. Madhu
Kumari delivered a child in
hospital on May 28. The
couple claimed that it was a
male child but later, the
hospital staff handed over a
female child to them. 

Later, the couple approached
the police to investigate the

matter and conduct the DNA
test to confirm the parent-
hood of the child.

Madhu said, “I and my
husband were informed by
the hospital staff that I gave
birth to a baby boy. But
when we received the child,
it was a girl.”

“We asked the health
staff but they did not give
a satisfactory reply. Later,
we complained to the
police to investigate the
matter,” she added.

On the other hand,
Superintendent of Police
Shalini Agnihotri said the
police would conduct
investigation and, if nec-
essary, the DNA test
would be done to confirm
the parenthood of child.

Couple alleges
baby swapped
in hospital
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Mandi, June 1
Manali resident Hem Raj,
aka Raja, has set a nation-
al record by climbing the
Pumori peak in Nepal
along with mountaineer
Stanzin Norboo of Ladakh
on May 10. He was given a
warm welcome at his
native Solang village in
Manali subdivision of Kul-
lu district recently.

He said, “It was chal-
lenging to climb the
Pumori peak. We were
four climbers, including
two women, and four
Sherpas. We had to return
to the base camp when we
were just 300 metres away
from the summit, as we
had no more tools and
ropes. Even the Sherpas
were worried. We spent a
week at the base camp.”

“Fortunately, a team of
climbers from Pune met
us. Our expedition leader
Brigadier Krishan Kumar
had a meeting with them
and one of their Sherpas
agreed to join us. I and
Stanzin Norboo left our
camp at midnight, spent
the full night and the next
day fixing ropes on the
600-m-long challenging
icy slopes and reached the
summit on May 10,” said
Hem Raj. 

According to Hem Raj,
the 23,494-feet high
Pumori peak located close
to Mount Everest, is tech-
nically much more diffi-
cult to climb than even 
the Everest. He said, “We
are the first Indians to
summit this mountain
peak, which is infamous
for a very high death rate
of climbers.” 

Manali man climbs
Nepal’s Pumori peak

Hem Raj being welcomed by his family at Solang in Kullu.
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Dharamsala, June 1
The India Tibet Friendship
Society (ITFS) paid trib-
utes to Tibet Support
Group members and
friends, who lost their
lives to Covid-19, at a vir-
tual ‘shradhanjali’ sabha
organised today.

The ITFS in a press note
issued here said that ardent
friends and supporters,
who died of Covid, include
Sunderlal Bahuguna, Dr
Dauji Gupta, Dr PG
Jyotikar, Bhau Lokhande,
Harish Adyalkar, Prof
Vimalkriti,  Naresh Mathur,
JM Mukhi, Raghuvansh
Prasad Singh and Swami
Agnivesh.

Anand Kumar, general
secretary of the society,
offered tributes to the
deceased members and

friends and shared their
association and contribu-
tions towards the Tibetan
freedom movement.

Manoj Kumar, organis-
ing secretary of the socie-
ty, spoke about the noble
life of the late friends and
offered his prayers and
respect. Likewise, the
members also offered
their ‘shradhanjali’ to the
departed souls, including
Sachin Ramteke, Brijesh
Kumar, Uma Ghosh,
Resham Bala and
Sandeep Jyotikar.

Jigmey Tsultrim, coordi-
nator, India Tibet Coordina-
tion Office (ITCO), offered
prayers and respect to the
late Tibet supporters. 

Tibet’s friends, who died
of Covid, paid tributes
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Hamirpur, June 1
A soldier of the Army from
Bilaspur district reportedly
died, following a bullet
injury at Jammu. It was
learnt that the Army
authorities informed the
family of Havildar Sandeep
Kumar of Khurari village,
in Bakroa panchayat of
Ghumarwin sub division of

Bilaspur, that the victim
had committed suicide with
his service gun.

Officials said it was not
immediately clear
whether he died of acci-
dental fire from his own
weapon at Sunal camp in
Akhnoor sector or was it a
case of suicide.

It was reported that when
his friends heard the
sound of gunfire, they

rushed to him and found
him seriously injured. He
was taken to the Army hos-
pital and was declared
brought dead.

Minister Rajender Garg
expressed grief on the
death of the soldier. He
said family members of the
deceased soldier were not
satisfied with the versions
of the Army regarding the
death of Sandeep Kumar.

Soldier dies of ‘bullet injury’
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Solan, June 1
A 70-year-old woman,
residing at a rented
accommodation at
Badripur area of Paonta
Sahib in Sirmaur district,
was raped by a truck driv-
er (37) on Tuesday morn-
ing at her house.

The accused had con-
sumed alcohol with the
victim’s son in her  house
on Monday and he raped
the woman when her son
went out out this morning.
When the woman raised
an alarm, the accused beat
her up and tried to flee but
was caught by neighbours. 

The woman hails from
Saharanpur and has been
residing at Badripur with her
son from the last few years. 

“A case under Section
376 of the IPC has been
registered and the driver
has been arrested,” said
Deputy Superintendent of
Police (DSP), Paonta
Sahib, Bir Bahadur. 

He said the accused
accused truck driver
hailed from Haryana. 

Truck driver
held for rape
of 70-yr-old 

Kullu, June 1
The Rotary Club, Manali,
will set up an oxygen gen-
eration plant at Rs 75 lakh
in the Lady Willingdon
Hospital at Manali. The
club, in association with
the Air Himalayas and
MakeMyTrip Foundation,
has also launched a free
oxygen bank in Manali to
help the people during
Covid-19 crisis.

Rotarian president Gajen-
dra Chand Thakur said,
“The amount was raised
through our international
Rotary partners, district
funds and members, who
helped to achieve this tar-
get by contacting their
friends and families.” 

He thanked the Rotarians,
who offered their services
to collect the donations. He
said the technical aspects of
the project would be looked

after by the chairman,
Rotary Club, Manali, and Dr
Philip Alexander of the
Lady Willingdon Hospital.

The club president said
the oxygen plant was
launched under the project,
‘Breath of life’, and it
would provide free oxygen
concentrators and oxygen
cylinders for two to seven

days to the needy in the
region. He said doctor’s
prescription, Aadhaar card
of the patient and referral of
any Rotary Club member
was required to avail the
facilities. He said this would
immensely benefit the
patients under home isola-
tion, and reduce the burden
on the hospitals. — OC

Free O2 bank started in Manali

Rotary Club office-bearers during a press conference in Manali.

Approaches cops; wants
DNA test conducted

Virtual prayer 
meeting organised RELIEF BEING DISBURSED

■ The bids will be opened on
July 13. The tender value
has been pegged at
~731.67 crore and once
allotted, the project is to be
completed within 910 days. 

■ The process to acquire
land is underway and com-
pensation for structures
acquired is also  being dis-
bursed, said NHAI Region-
al Officer GS Sangha.


